of impeachment by the Commons, and they chose this lord to try first, believing him weaker than the other lords then in the Tower for that crime, and so less able to make his defence. However, he pleaded for himself to a miracle. The three chief witnesses against him were Dr. Gates, Dugdale, and Turberville. The first swore he had brought him a commission, signed by the pope, to be paymaster of the army to be raised against the King; the second, that his lordship offered him five hundred pounds to kill the King; the third, that he had offered him a reward for the same thing, but at another time. They seemed so positive in this and other dangerous evidence, that myself that sat and heard most of the trial knew not what to believe, had the. evidence been men of any credit; but such incoherences, and indeed contradictions in my judgment, appeared towards the latter end of the trial, that for my own part I was satisfied at last of its untruth. However the party was so strong that pursued the cause against him more than the man, that he wns voted guilty, there being 54 lords affirmative, and 32 for negative or not guilty. He heard his accusers, and defended himself with great resolution, and received his sentence with no less courage, which stayed by him till he laid his head on the block, protesting his innocence to the very last. My Lord Halifax was one of the 32 lords, and the King, that heard all the trial, seemed extremely concerned at his hard and undeserved fate.
The two Houses .were now very busy : that of the Lords to form a Bill of Comprehension for all Protestant dissenters, but to bring them within the privilege of the law, by indulgence to tender consciences ; the Commons to frame an Act of Security greater than what the law yet provided against papists.